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BRIEF COMMUNICATION

THE HYLID FROG LITORIA ALBOGUTTATA (GUNTHER) IN THF
NORTHERN TERRITORY

Knowledge of the diversily and biology of the anurun Eiuns
of the Northern Territory has increased substantially over the
past 3 years. In 1961 15 of the currently recognised species
had been reported’ but by 1986 the number had (ripled 1o
45°,

During tasonoinie studies 0 the Jate 19605 tha
contributed o the resolution of the N.T. anuran fauna, a
specimen front Alexandria Station identified ax Cyelonia
alhogutiate in 1935 was re-examined because it represented
the only record of the species in the Northern Territory, and
its specific identity hud been the subject of dispute ™. The
specimen was demonstrated 1o he g misidentified opotypic
individual of € cultripes Parker, whilst . albogutiot was
shown 1o possess inleccalary cartilages, causing it (o be
referred to Laori Tsehudi®, The geographic distribution of
Lo albmguriaia was plotted from all known museam voucher
specimens and demonstrated (o be confined to Queensland
and northern New South Wales®.

In recent years Lo albogutiia has been collected on
numiber of occasions i the Northern Teridory al siles nesi
the mouth of the McArthur River in the vicinity of Borroloola.
leading to the inclusion of s portion of the western boundary
of the N0 in a revised distribution map?. 1t has also been
repurted approximately 20 km northeast of Devil’s Marbles,
considerably further south than the other records",

Because the places of lodgenient of the specimens on which
these locality records are based have not been reported. we
provide this information here: The spechnens examined are
deposited in (he Austrithan Museum, Sydney, (AM), the
National Wildlife Collecton, CSIRO, Canberra (NWC), the
Northern Territory Museum & An Gallery, Darwin (NTM)
and the Seuth Australian Museum. Adelaide (SAM), Methods
of measurement tollow Tyler'.

All ol the specimens of L. albogyoaia that were examined
were taken at two sites. The firstas an aren of seasonally
inundpted  grassland extending for 10 ki flanking  the

Fig L Lira clthapuntta collected on Carpentarin Highway, 9 km o west of Borroloola, NT. (Photo: M Diavies)
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Carpentaria Highway from is lermination 1 ki south ol 1he
Borrolovly wwnship, and 2 kin cast ol the causeway crossing
of the McArthur River. (Flixodwaters Aow north o the Rocky
Creck catchment, and then east to discharge into the McArthur
River - a distance af 8 kmi). The Toodplains extend Tor only
10 kit wesl, where the Carpentaria Highway rises o pass to
1he north of the Bukalara Range, From various points along
this section 20 speciniens have been callected: AM R53214,
53650-52, 53654-62, 534490, 56923, NWC AS36, 538; NTM
R17749; SAM R33907. 40749, One specimen cotlected in the
Borraloola area by W I Freeland (pers. comm. ) has been
seen by us but ity whereabouts is unknowi,

The second siie s ihe Minngardy Waterhole on Batten
Creck. This waterway arises west of the Carpentana Highway
and e Bukalara Range approximately SO kmo from
Borroloola. Minngoda Waterhole 1s near ils wermination
approxinately 30 ki northeast of Bormlools at the edge of
the saline cvastal s, Specinmens from that siwe are AM
R53532 and NWC A5R6-90,

The specimens reported rom near the Devil's Marhles"!
(N'TM 30446-7) have been examined by one of ns (MLIT,)
and reidentified as juvenile C annirplia.
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In the key 1o frogs of the northeast of the N.T.2, Litoria
athaguriai keys oul vy Cyvelorana austratis, Both arc tossorial
species with size ranges that overlap: Lo albogurtag males
54-67 mm <nout to ven leagth, lemales 61-83 mm, C,
australis males 7179 mm, {emales 71-102. Each species hus
an enlarged inner metatarsal wibercle employed for burrowing,
but 1. athoguitara is  distinguished  externally by ity
exeeptionally rugose skin with short, broad, disrupted plicace
on the dorso-lateral surfaces (Fig. 1). In comrast the skin of
C. australis 15 smooth apart from narrow continuous dorso-
lateral folds, In addition L. alboguitara possesses a very
narrow verlebral stripe not exhibited by C. australis.
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